CHAPTEE XX.

THE COPLEY MEDAL.

IN less than two months after his return to England
from his prolonged tour of 1848, Murchison produced at
the Geological Society one of the longest, and what was
considered by some of his friends to be perhaps the best of
all his original memoirs.1 In this elaborate paper he com-
bined his recent observations among the Alps and Apen-
nines with those of a former year among the Carpathians.,
his special object being to prove a transition from Secondary
into Tertiary rocks, and to show over what a wide extent of
Southern Europe, and in what massive proportions, rocks of
Eocene age extend. In early days Sedgwick and he had
done good service in showing how the vast Secondary de-
posits of the Alps range upwards into older Tertiary masses.
They had erred, indeed, in some respects. Their contention
as to the age of the G-osau beds had not been sustained by
an appeal to facts. Nevertheless, Murchison had felt sure
that they could not have been so wholly mistaken as Con-
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